From the Chairman of the Friends of St Lawrence

Andy Taylor

Notley End, East Lane, Bedmond WD5 0QG

01923 262565

Dear Friend,

2010 proved to be a better than expected year for the Friends in that, not only were the repairs to the South Aisle roof completed on time and under budget, you raised sufficient funds for us to be able to recently send a further £5,500 to the church to fulfil our commitment to cover all the repair costs. £1,000 of this total was provided by a successful grant application to Cllr Paul Goggins, and we are extremely grateful to him and his office for looking favourably on our work.

Further to that, we have also been able to send £1,000 as a first stage payment to cover our next project – the repairs to the two large stained glass windows behind the choir stalls and the replacement of a window in the choir vestry. These repairs are expected to cost in the region of £14,000, which is a staggering amount, but if you consider the large windows actually have to be removed, transported to the repairer’s works at Hunton Bridge, returned and refitted, the figures really do add up.

You have again continued to support the planned activities in your droves and your committee are grateful for your continuing (and apparently, unending) support.

Apart from the regular events that seem to be so popular, we are moving into new territory with our “Collectibles and Antiques” event in May, kindly suggested by Pat Hibberd who is also doing an enormous amount of work to make this a success. So, please pledge any items you no longer require – someone else may very well wish to own them!

2011 will see the end of an era for us in that the Tomson’s are holding their final open gardens, from which we have benefited financially for many years. We sincerely thank them for all they have done for us.

I’d like to publicly thank the “Friends” committee for their continuing efforts. The members enjoy doing their “bit” to raise funds to keep our beautiful church as the centrepiece of our village, but we are always open to new ideas and new “talent” to join us and help us plan our fundraising. If you are interested in helping, just contact any of us, we’ll happily give you more information.

The members of the committee are the Rev Dr Jo Spreadbury, Susan Coultrup, Jan Taylor, Pat Colwell, Mark Palmer, John Tapster and myself. The official Trustees of the Friends registered charity are Jo, Pat, and John.

Here are the remainder of this year’s planned activities to put in your diaries:

Friday/Saturday May 13th/14th 
-
Collectibles & Antiques Event 

Saturday June 18th


-
Safari Supper

Saturday July 23rd


-
Bar-B-Q

Wednesday September 7th 

-
Chinese Night

Saturday October 8th

-
Quiz Supper

Saturday November 26th

-
Coffee Morning

Please put these dates in your diary now!

As I write this we are also trying to organise a concert towards the end of the year, more news on this as matters progress.

Thank you once again and please don’t hesitate to contact me or any other member of the committee for further information on any of our activities.

Kind regards,

Andy

February 2011

